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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  116th 

Engineer  Battalion,  Period  Ending  30  April  1969 
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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  ;n  accordance 
wich  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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SUBjrCT :  Operations  Report  of  the  116th  Engineer  Battalion  i’ Combat) 
for  Period  Fnding  30  April  1969>  RCS  CSF0R-65(RI) 

THRU:  Commanding  Officer 

35th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 

APO  96312 


Commanding  General 
18th  Engineer  Brigade 
ATTN :  AVBC-C 
APO  96377 


REVISED  COPY 


Commanding  General 
United  States  Army,  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AVHGC  (DST) 

APO  96307 


Commander  in  Chief' 

United  States  Army,  Pacific 
ATTN :  GPOP-DT 
APO  96588 


TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 

Force  Development 
Department  of  the  Amy 
(ACS FOR  DA) 

Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


1«  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities. 

a.  Command  and  Staff  Changes: 

(1)  On  10  Parch  1969  CPT  Loren  E  Call  assumed  command  of  Company  B 
from  CPT  George  VJ  Eldridge,  who  was  assigned  to  Headquarters,  35th  Fngineer 
Group.  On  15  March  CPT  Richard  K.  Snyder  assumed  command  of  Headquarters 
Company  from  CPT  Charles  B  Stoddard,  who  assumed  command  of  Conoanv  c  from 
CPT  Rex  F  Smith,  who  was  assigned  as  Battalion  Assistant  S-3. 

(2)  On  8  March  1969  1LT  Eugene  T.  McHugh  was  assigned  as  Battalion  Ad¬ 
jutant  in  place  of  CPT  Daniel  M  Wilson  who  was  assigned  to  Headquarters,  18th 
Engineer  Brigade.  On  25  March  1969  LLT  George  Pinkston  was  assigned  as 
Battalion  S-2  officer. 

b.  The  116th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat),  with  the  572d  Engineer  Company 
(Light  Equipment)  and  the  687th  Fngineer  Company  (Land  Clearing)  attached, 
were  engaged  in  numerous  construction,  maintenance,  and  operational  support 

activities  within  the  southeastern  nortion  of  the  II  Corns  Tactical  P'-ne, 
Republic  of  Vietnam,  The  battalion  area  of  responsibility  for  the  renorting 
period  included  southwestern  Binh  Thuan  and  southwestern  Lam  Dong  Provinces. 


pc- ft  or  or 
IfQ'XllL, 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


1 


"/!>  ■  7  ' 


EGACBJ-SC 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 

30  April  1969 


SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  the  ll6oh  Enginocnr  Battalion  (Combat) 
for  Poriod  Ending  30  April  196?.  RCS  CSFCSR  (RI) 

(1)  The  following  projects  wero  canploted  during  the  roporting 


(Q)  Company  B  poured  a  concroto  slab  for  a  mess  hall  for 
B  troop  7/17  Air  Cavalry,  LZ  Betty,  Phan  Thict;  project  was  completed 
I  rooruory  19o9. 


(b)  Company  D  completed  construction  of  minimum  essential 
requirements  (MER)  and  revetments  for  3rd  Bn,  503  Infs  proloct  was 
oomplotod  1  March  1969, 


Phan  Thiot, 


(c)  Company  E  completed  drilling  An  exploratory  well  at 
ARVN  Hospital)  project  was  completed  10  March  1969. 


(d)  Company  3  constructod  mess  hall  for  B  Btry  5/27th 
Artillery,  LZ  Sherry)  projoct  was  completed  10  March  1969. 


(°)  Company  D  completed  croction  of  four  guard  towers  at 
Gia  Nghia)  projoct  complotcd  17  March  1969. 


(f)  Tl°  687th  Engineer  Company  (LC)  completed  lend  clcarinp- 
oporations  an  QL-20  from  II/III  CTZ  Boundary  northeast  to  DtLinh.  The 
project  consisted  of  clearing  junglo  200  motors  each  side  of  centerline  of 
QL-20.  Ovor  2U00  acres  of  junglo  were  cleared  from  7  February  thru  2ii  March 
1969«  Projoct  was  complctod  2U  March  1969, 


(c)  Company  D  completed  construction  of  J,k  SEA  Huts  for 
3rd  Bri  503  Infantry,  Bao  Loc.  Projoct  was  complotcd  1  April  I969. 

(h)  Conpany  B  constructed  MER  192d  Assault  Holicoptor 
Company,  Phan  Thict*  Projoct  was  complotcd  $  April  1969. 

(i)  Company  B  complotcd  Engineer  Support,  consisting  of 
construction  of  soven  guard  towers,  two  175mm  gun' pads,  two  helipads,  two 
shallow  wells,  raid  improvmcnt  cf  berms,  for  LZ  Bendy  and  LZ  Sherry. 

Phan  Thict.  Project  was  complctod  20  Aprj.i  1969, 

(j)  Company  B  constructed  mess  hall  for  C  Btry  5/22 
Artillery,  LZ  Sandy,  Phan  Thiot.  Project  was  completed  2k  April  1969. 

(k)  Company  A  and  Company  C  completed  construction  of  Base 
Camp  located  at  3'Sar.  The  projoct  consisted  of  Jmilding  36  (20'  x  50' ) 
living— fighting  bunkers,  two  field  showers,  two  burn-out  latrines,  two 
moss  halls  md  two  timber  grease  racks.  Six  SEA  Huts  were  constructed  for 
orderly  rooms,  supply  rooms  end  day  rooms.  Base  Camp  perimetor  included 
defonaive  wire,  perimeter  lighting  end  earth  bom.  Within  the  base  ccmp 
drainage  culverts  wore  installed;  road  nets  and  vehicle  parking  areas  wore 
graded  and  ditched.  Riwr-run  gravel  was  then  placod  on  all  roods  and 
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parking  areas,  Projoct  completed  30  April  1969, 

(2)  Ihc  following  work  was  completed  on  operational  support  and 
LOC  projects  which  arc  of  a  continuing  nature, 

(a)  Company  B  performed  rood  clearing  and  maintenance)  work 
on  QL-1  northeast  from  Phan  Inlet  to  Sang  Moo  on  eleven  difforont  occasions 
and  west  from  Phan  Thioc  to  tho  II/IIl  CTZ  Boundary  four  timos  during  tho 
reporting  period.  Road  clearing  to  intermediate  locations  on  QL-1  in  tho  AOR 
waj  poriormod  on  othor  datos  also,-  Obstaclos  removed  includod  tronchcs 
across  tho  road,  berms,  mines  and  .nibble  used  as  a  road  block.  An  minos 

or  suspected  mines  wore  blown  in  placo.  Eight  culverts  were  roplacod  or.  tho 
highway  during  the  reporting  poriod,  Now  troadway  was  roplacod  on  ano  Bailey 
bridgo .  Work  parties  involved  in  tho  road  clearing  and  maintenance  work 
were  involved  in  two  ambushos  on  QL-1  from  2  to  3  km  ecuthwost  of  Ap  Go  Boi. 
There  was  ono  II. S.  slightly  wounded  and  one  truck  rocoived  bullet  holoB  in 
si do  and  ono  tiro, 

(b)  Company  B  also  performed  road  cloaring  and  maintonanco 
activities  on  highway  LTL-8B  from  Phan  Thiot  north  to  LZ  Sandy  and  LZ  Sherry. 
In  addition  to  mino  clearing  oporations,  culvert  hoadwalls  were  ropairod, 
culverts  were  improved,  one  bypass  was  constructed  and  one  damaged 

Bailey  bridge  was  repaired  during  tho  quarter.  On  31  march  Company  B 
sustained  three  mining  incidents  with  two  seporato  work  parties.  Casualties 
sustained  were  one  KIA  and  four  WTA  with  equipment  damage  to  wator  truck 
and  two  10  ton  truck  t  ran  tors, 

(3)  The  main  effort  of  tho  battalion  during  the  re porting  period 
was  maintenance  and.  restoration  work  on  National  Highwey  QL-20  from  tho 
II/III  CTZ  Boundary  to  DiLinhj  work  was  porformad  by  HHC,  Co  A,  Co  C,  C0  D 
and  tho  572d  Engr  Co  (LE).  The  mission  of  the  units  involved  cn  this  section 
of  QL-20  was  continuous  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  road  surface,  drainage 
structures,  and  bridges 5  roconaissonce  to  onsuro  serviceability  and  mine 
sweeping  and  clearing  oporations  within  the  area  of  responsibility.  In 
conjiiction  with  tho  maintonanco  and  restoration  mission,  tho  687th 
Engineer  Company  (LC)  was  attached  to  tho  116 th  Engineor  Battalion. 

The.  687th  Enginocr  Company  (LC)  had  tho  mission  to  clear  the  jungle  from 
both  sidos  of  QL-20  to  a  distanco  of  200  motors  from  IlAlI  CTZ  Boundary  to 
DiLinh, 

(a)  Company  A  performed  work  on  the  highway  from  D'Snr  north¬ 
east  to  throo  km  northeast  of  Santa  Maria  fran  £  Fobruary  thru  30  April 
1969.  Most  of  the  work  involved  ditching,  replacing  or  lengthening  culvorts, 
standards,  and  pothole  patching  with  l*g  minus  crushed  rock  md  asphalt. 

On  2l»  Fobruary  1969  a  work  party  received  small  arms  fire.  No  casualties 
or  significant  oquipmont  damage  wore  sustained.  No  othor  incidents  occurred 
during  tha  remainder  of  tho  reporting  poriod. 
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(b)  Company  C  porformod  ipicdntonoricc  and  restoration  of  QL-20 

from  IJ/III  OTZ  Boundary  oast  to  B'Sor.  during  tho  ontiro  quarter 

included  shoulder  >d. doning  and  stabilisation,  ditching  and  culvert  catch 
basin  Improvmontj  oxtondii^  existing  culverts  and  installation  of  now 
culverts,  bridga  repedres,  pothole  patching,  and  clearing  far  15  meters  along 
tho  highway,,  A  total  of  60  feet  of  72”  CMP  was  installed  with  treated 
timber  hendwalls  for  a  by-pass  located  at  Modagul.  Company  C  cleared  about 
200,000  square  motors  of  jungle  on  QL-20,  Approximately  2500  cubic  yards  of 
river -ran  gravel  were  placed  for  sub-baso  material  on  QL-20,  On  20 
February  a  dozer  ran  over  a  cannister  type  mine.  No  casual! ties  or  equip¬ 
ment  damage  resulted.  On  31' March  C  Company  discovered  a  1*8"  culvert 
destroyed,  Tho  culvert  was  replaced.  On  3  April  ono  member  of  a  mine  clearing 
tern  stopped  on  a  mino  resulting  in  one  U,S,  KIA  and  three  U.S.  WIA. 

No  equipment  damage  was  sustained,-  No  other  serious  incidents  occurred  during 
the  remainder  of  the  reporting  period. 

(c)  Company  D  has  performed  continuous  maintenance  and 
restoration  work  on  QL-20  during  the  entire  quarter  including  shoulder 
widening  and  stabilization,  ditching  and  culvert  inlet  basin  improvement, 
extending  culvorts,  installation  of  new  culverts,  and  bridge  repcdrB,  The 
unit's  work  wen  primarily  performed  on  the  highway  from  Bao  Loc  southwest 
to  3  km  northeast  of  Santa  Maria.  The  unit  is  present 3y  installing  a 
double  60"  aulvert  260  feet  long.  This  culvert  when  completed  will  freatly 
facllitate  ttv*  drainage  along  QL-20,  On  2k  April  c.  work  party  received  three 
B-UO  rocket  rounds.  Casualties  were  light  with  one  U.S.  WIA  and  one 
vohicle  s3igl.it ley  damaged.  No  other  incidents  occurred  during  the  reporting 
period. 

(d)  The  572d  Engineer  Compcny  (Light  Equipment)  has  been 
performing  clearing,  road  widening,  alignment  improvement,  and  quorry/c rusher 
operations  as  .its  part  in  the  maintenance  and  restoration  of  QL-20. 

Part  of  tho  unit's  operations  has  been  in  support  of  the  line  companies  in 
their  projects  including  company  B  at  Phan  Thiot  and.  support  of  companies 
A,  C,  and  D  in  the  maintenance  and  restoration  work  accomplished  on  QL-20. 

Tho  unit  in  operating  its  75  ^PH  primary  and  secondary  crushers  produced  13,361; 
cubic  yards  of  3”  minus,  3»9u2  cubic  yards  of  l^1  minus  and  535  cubic  ymis 
of  3/h"  to  crushed,  rock  for  the  reporting  period.  luring  the  quarter  the 
crusher  was  deadline!  3M  hours  for  preventive  maintenance,  U7  hours  for 
generator  malfunction.  111  hours  for  primary  malfunction.  The  Chi  Cong 
Quarry  produced  a  total  of  16,20?  cubic  yards  of  blo3t  rock.  Production  of 
blast  rock  was  reduced  because  the  unit's  Furakawa  track  drill  was  de.adlinod 
for  a  total  of  22  days  during  the  reporting  period  because  af  nonavailability 
of  ports.  The  572d  Engr  Co  (LE)  also  distributed  10li,8lU  gallons  of  asphalt 
cut-loack  along  the  rood,  for  dust  control  and  surface  treatment. 
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.  ,  ,,  altogether,  the  units  accomplishing  the  maintenance 

lnstSl,  rni0f  ;L'2?dfra"  °Mt  o!  D1Llnh  t0  th“  IIAII  boundary 
S  9  c;lvo,>  16  booarato  culvert  extensions  with  hsadwnlL  ,-nct 

anoilod  oi-oi  eS^nA  ‘T  25°’“°  °uMc  y;srd0  of  bxcuv.tlon  work  ond 
appliocl  over  800,006  ballons  of  water  for  compaction  of  road  sub-base . 

■  f^)  Company  A  started  construction  of  MACV  Focilittos  at  MLinh 

rBietf of  bi^kts  uith  utrins-  ^ ccZAiy  - 

~  0iSlr  “  Y°  J  if  t0  bC  drlUod  »  ^UltK  oqui^nt  tecLs 

.  /ailable.  By  the  ond  of  the  quarter  all  construction  was  complete  with 
the  exception  of  wa-jar  storage  system  and  drilling  of  the  well. 

.  mu..  Company  B  started  construction  of  two  MA CV  facilities  located 

at  Thion  Qiao  and  Ham  Thuan,  Binh  Thuan  Province.  The  nroStfconrist  of 
billets,  water  storage  facilities,  and.  septic  tc4s.  to  S?UoS°  a  won 
+  , r°  bc  dril:iod  ^  H™  Thuan,  During  the  quarter  the  billots  and  septic 

^vtonIOiarStQd'  °n/2  Ma'Ch  tW°  of  Company  B  „Cre  TDY 

the  impound  received  mortar  rcunds  followed  by  a  ground 

T^kesVlZl^^TJ 3  sustalRed 16  Slieht^ W3undGd*  En^ 

opD  jnl  12  February  Company  B  began  construction  of  a 

Xar1r??P  Gt  U  Dctty.  Phan-  Thiet.  Accomplishments  to 
\  inciu4td  completion  of  driving  piles,  attachment  of  walers  -nd 

sheathing  and  toe  back-filling  of  materid.  inside  the  ramp,  toe  plaT 
decking  ie  the  only  work  remaining  to  be  completed. 

„  .  ^1}  B  was  assignod  the  mission'  of  too  construction  of  a 

totn  J'  inS1?  b??t<.clty  by"PMS  bridge  at  xtoan  Thiot.  The  bridge 

Wte  eSpSLdt  °  Clasa  5°-  As  °f  30  April  th;  b»“^nts 

T_  n  n(8L  Company  C  started  construction  of  a  MACV  facility  at  B'Sar 
am  Dong  Province,  on  10  March.  S00pe  of  toe  project  consists  of  billets 
with  latrine,  water  storage  system,  and  water  woll.  As  of  30  Aoril  all 

TtCwcSf*0  "lth  thG  oxcoption  of  ”ater  storae°  *** 

_nrl  nW ^  Company  C  was  assigned  the  mission  of  construction  of  latrine 
and  shower,  wu.ter  storage  system  and  water  woll  at  MACV  facility,  Kien 

not  Kl&r  Pr0rt“G-  i8  °£  30  April  Mtaal  ««' w 

w  Company  D  started  construction  on  SEA  Huts,  FSA.  Pao  Lee 

on  *4  March.  Project  includes  17  SEA  huts,  roofer  shod,  ice  shed,  generator 

distribution  system.  As  of  30  April  construction 
completed  included  1 $  SEA  huts,  icc  shod  one'  electrical  distribution  system. 

3  nly  minor  work  remains  on  the  remaining  s tract  uro b . 
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_  Company  D  was  assigned  tho  mission  of  construction  of  MACV 

laoil-lties1  tact  Baa  Loc  Province  ffiJS  and  district  headquarters.  Construction 
f  ,Prf,  ce  includes  billets  vdth  Latrine,  mess  hall,  *>X  branch,  admin¬ 
istration  and  supply  room,  septic  tank  and  water  storage  vdth  tower „ 

District  headquarters  construction  consists  of  billets  with  latrine, 
water  storage  with  tower,  ahd  septic  tank,  V-'ork  started  1  April  on  the 

fQcillty  septic  tonic  and  wator  store/  0  vdth  tower  complotod 
at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  -Work  on  MACV  Province  was  not  started 
by  tha  «nd  of  the  reporting  period, 

(^)  ^vll  units  wore  involved  in  base  corm  cons truction  and 
maintenance  during  tho  reporting  period  at  Ccrnp  Sir.  1  in  0ao  Loc,  Camp 
Little  Idaho  (2)  at  3'Sor  and  Camp  Idaho  Beach  at  Phan  IhJet.  Improvement 
of  roods  and  drainage,  installation  of  additional  perimeter  defensive  wire, 
corrugated  metal  roofing  on  seme  of  the  SEA  huts  and  maintenance  of  sandbag 
revetments  wero  accomplished  at  Camp  Smith,  The  construction  of  guerd  towers, 
additional  perimeter  dofensivo  wire  and  maintenance  of  sandbag  revetmonts  was 
adcomplished  at  Camp  Idaho  Beach.  The  construction  of  Camp  Littlo  Idaho 
was  completed  cm  30  April  1969.  Work  consisted  of  living-fighting  type 
bunkers,  messhalls,  latrines,  showers,  SEA  huts,  timber  grease  racks, 
perimeter  defensive  wire  and  lighting  and  road  nets, 

(13)  On  different  occasions  during  the  reporting  period  tire  base 
camp  at  Phan  Thiet  and  B'Sar  received  small  arms  and  mortar  fire.  On 
22  February  Company  B  located  at  LZ  Betty,  Phan  Thict  received  four  mortar 
rounds  in  their  company  supply  yard.  Negative  casualties  and  cne  crane 
slightly  damaged  by  small  arms  fire  and  mortar  shrapnel.  On  2  March 
Company  rocoived  small  arms  fire  on  their  perimeter.  Received  negative 
casualities  and  equipment  damage.  One  enemy  by  body  count  was  discovered.  On 
li  March  Company -B  again  received  small  arms  fire  on  their  perimeter. 

There,  were  negative  casualties  or  equipment  dan  a,  e.  On  7  March  Company  A 
received  three  mortar  rounds  within  their  company  era*  of  the  base  canp 
at  B’Sor.  Thore  was  one  KIA,  and  %uo  Wiki  one  truck  received  shrapnel 
damage  to  tires  and.  radiator, 

(111)  Tho  Battalion  participated  an  Civic  Actions  projects  at 
various  times  md  locations  throughout  tho  reporting  poriod.  All  tho  units 
participated  in  projects  consisting  of  earth  moving,  grading,  road  align¬ 
ment,  clearing  md  drainage  operations  for  schools,  churches  and  villages. 

Over  UO, 000  gallons  of  potable  water  were  processed  for  uso  by  the  Vietnamese 
forces  and  their  dependants  at  B'Sar,  Tho  medical  section  of  HHC/H6 
gave  medical  assistance  to  over  200  villagers  and  local  Nationals  during  tho 
quarter.  The  Eattalion  Chaplain  donated  candy,  soap  and  food  stuffs  to 
schools  and  villages.  Scrap  lumber  and  materials  not  usoable  on  assigned  pro¬ 
jects  were  donated  to  churches  and  schools.  Other  Civic  Action  projects 
included  land  clearing  and  earth  berm  construction  for  ARVN  outpost  to 
better  their  defensive  positions. 
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with  I*1*6'"  convoys 

the  battalion  ft.  £ cSYrny  S^o l  ZTr'loXlTr  * 

and  ar  n  r  n?r  ^°s  °r  s  £i£sr 

on  as  needed  basis  from  tJTl^rarjL^f Phan'Thiet!ndiVidUal  C°TOrnies 

echelon  Jo^ordl™  an^Lcf™”™*  kSWti™  oomr,1,!t*1  391  second 

*  ™  - 

prodded  £i  SiT‘;:rs^P°  s:  ssss 

reporting  p»i  battalion  for  the 

for  Anril  ?  for  February,  100.4*  for  March  and  96  9* 

the  reassh„ne„t3of2fS?KS0p:r^2inLththdeCrTe  to  st™^1’"was 
battalion,  personnel  to  other  units  outside  of  the 

bntt-vHnn  (5.\iDurin?  quarter  85  reolactments  were  received  bv  the 
ment  training!^"  reC"1Ved  the  required  in-country  orientation  and  rmlnce- 

the  following  a2s;  ^TpuroL^Heart^S  W®r,e. received  for 

W5L*a5~ 

5s\i*s;r 

2’  L<-nrncdj_  Coppnnder.s  nhscyaM  j^nUon,  nd 

a.  Perse nnel 
NONE 

b.  Operations. 


onOTtions!hCSomcrof^hc-°bo8o,Trj;0lS-lr"i  for  inoroyeemt  of 

construction  and  operational  support  sessions!’  "  Cneineer 
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(l)  Substituting  universal  joint  snider  from  5  ion  dump  for  H90M 
Front  Loader. 

(a)  Observation:  Universal  joint  (FSN  2520-798-4686) 
for  H90K  Front  Loaders,  are  difficult  to  obtain. 

(b)  Evaluation:  To  maintain  H90M  scoop  loaders  in  an  oper¬ 
ational.  condition  ?  substitute  for  the  universal  joint  spider  had  to  be 
found. 


(c)  Recommendation:  It  was  found  with  re-drilling  and 
rethreading  that  a  spider  from  a  5  ton  dump  M51A2  propeller  shaft  makes  a 
good  and  satisfactory  substitute. 

(2)  Shortage  of  oil  .filers  for  WABCO  440  Grader. 

(a)  Observation:  HHC  was  experiencing  shortage  of  oil 
filters  (FSN  2940-141-9026)  for  the  WABCO  440  Grader. 

(b)  Evaluation:  There  is  a  m.ed  for  a  substitute  to  keep 
the  equipment  operational. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  was  found  that  the  oil  filter  from 
a  5  ton  dump  truck  N-51  will  interchange  with  the  oil  filters  of  the  W/RCO 
440  Grader  with  satisfactory  results. 

(3)  Acquiring  sand  and  rock  for  concrete  aggregate. 

(a)  Observation:  When  using  river-run  gravel  for  concrete 
aggregate,  much  time  is  consumed  in  sorting  the  larger  aggregate  out  of 
the  prnvc-l  to  make  a  suitable  nri-X. 

(b)  Evaluation:  There  is  a  need  for  some  t'-pe  of  screening 
device  for  grading  aggregate. 

(c)  Recommendation:  A  field  expedient  grizzly  can  be  made 
from  1  inch  reinforcing  steel  aid  chainlink  fence  which  fits  on  the  bed  of 
a  5  ton  dump  truck  N51A2.  The  larger  rocks  roll  off  the  screen  leaving 

2  inch  minus  material  for  concrete  aggregate, 

(4)  Draining  of  excess  water  during  culvert  installation. 

(a)  Observation:  When  preparing  culvert  base  for  install¬ 
ation  of  culverts  the  base  is  often  below  the  existing  water  table. 

(b)  Evaluation:  There  is  a  need  to  keep  excessive  ground 
water  out  of  culvert  base  to  obtain  the  needed  CBR. 

(c)  Recommendation :  It  was  found  ty  digging  a  sump  hole 
adiacent  to  the  culvert  site,  the  water  will  seep  from  the  culvert  base 
into  the  sump  hole.  This  water  can  then  be  pumped  out.  of  the  area,  thus 
lowering  the  water  table  enabling  the  culvert  to  be  installed  properly. 
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(5)  Jacking  device  for  strutting  corrugated  metal  culvert  60 
inches  or  larger  in  diameter. 


(a)  Observation:  When  strutting  culvert  of  60  inches  or 
larger  in  diameter,  much  time  is  consumed  before  being  able  to  start  back¬ 
filling  the  culvert. 


.  (b)  Evaluation:  During  the  installation  of  long  sections 

of  CM  a  device  for  strutting  was  needed. 

_  (c)  Recommendation:  By  using  4  inch  I  beam  or  similar 

c-.annel  iron,  construct  a  single  bar  apnroximr telv  36  inches  long  or 
lonrrer  deo ending  upon  the  size  of  the  OP  which  is  to  be  strutted.  A 
flat  plate  is  welded  on  the  bottom  and  a  8  ton  jack  is  then  bolted  to  the 
plate.  ^A  base  plate  and  cap  are  then  made  out  of  angle  iron  that  will  fit 
onto  a  ^  x  4  inch  block.  The  jack  is  then  used  to  stretch  the  CKP  to  the 
desired  height. 

c ,  Training 

NONE. 

d.  Intelligence 
(1)  VC  Banners 


(a)  Observation:  Booby  trapped  VC  Banners  have  often 
been  displayed  along  main  highways  and  near  work  'sites  for  propaganda 
purposes. 

(b)  P voluation:  The  possibility  of  booby  traps,  makes 
removal  of  VC  banhe-rs  a  hazardous  task. 

_  (c)  Recommendation:  When  removing  VC  Banners  or  other 
propaganda  devices  a  thorough  and  careful  search  must  be  made  for  boobv 
traps. 


(2)  The  placement  of  non-metallic  mines  by  the  VC. 

(a)  Observation:  During  unit  operations  on  LTL-8B, 

Company  B  encountered  non-metallic  mines  placed  in  the  roadbed  with  an 
electrical  type  detonation  device.  The  mine  was  wired  to  a  battery  source 
some  distance  off  of  the  road. 

(b)  Evaluation:  With  this  type  of  mine  the  MNL-K  P153 
mine  detector  is  'unable  to  give  positive  readings  of  the  presence  and 
location  of  the  mine. 

.  Recommendation:  A  close  and  thorough  search  of  the 

area  which  is  being  swept  for  possible  mines  is  a  must.  Utilization  of 
the  same  personnel  from  day  to  day  on  the  mine  sweep  team  proves ’to  be 


9 

FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


FGACRG-SC 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


30  April  1969 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  11 6th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) 
for  Period  tnding  30  April  1969.  RCS  SOPOR  (RI) 

very  beneficial. 

e.  Logistics 

(l)  Activity  Address  Code 

(a)  Observation:  The  Activity  Address  Code  is  better- 
known  as  a  unit's  "AT  CODE" ,  This  code  permits  combat  and  construction 
units  to  submit  KILSTRIP  renuisitions  into  the  requisitioner  code  field. 
This  action  permitted  by  the  "AT  CODE"  insures  a  far  more  expedient  method 
of  obtaining  required  construction  materials  and  supplies. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Experience  of  this  battalion  indicated 
that  a  three  month  delay  was  encountered  from  the  time  of  submission  to 
the  tine  of  receipt  of  the  "AT  CODE" . 

(c)  Recommendation:  Units  deployed  overseas  should  not 
only  be  knowledgeable  of  purpose  and  procedures  of  the  Activity  Address 
Code;  they  should  insist  that  this  code  be  assigned  prior  to  their 
deployment. 

f.  Organization 
NON! 

g.  Escape  and  Ivasion 

Nour. 


X 


I/'- 


'tC  X 


DONALD  R.  GHORKLEY 
LTC,  CE 
Commanding 


i 
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EGA. -CO  (30  April  69)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  116th  Engineer  Battalion  (Cbt)  for 
Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-63  (Rl) 


Period 


DA,  Headquarters,  33th  Engineer  Group  (Const),  APO  96312,  26  May  1969 
TO:  Comanding  General,  18th  Engineer  Brigade,  APO  963 7? 


™-S  ^adquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 

30rAnH1^t  5  ^,ineer  B^talion  (Cbt)  for  tie  quarterly  period  ending 

+ihe  1S  an  excellent  8ur.inary  of  the  battalion's 

activities  lor  the  reporting  period. 


2.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  renurks  of  the  Battalion  Conmander. 


Corona  riding 


ll 


AVK-BC  (30  April  1969)  2nd  Ind 

nUBJs.CT:  Operational  Report  of  the  1  1 6 1 1 1  mi,  inecr  battalion  (Cor.bat)  for 
tile  1  eriod  unding  30  npril  1969,  J  ij'LA-65  (nl) 

Da,  Headquarters,  Ib'th  engineer  Brigade,  Art  96377  g  iggg 

TO:  Companding  General,  Li. 3.  army  Vietna.ii,  ATTH:  nVhGC-D.Y,  .At  96373 

1.  This  headquarters  lias  reviewed  the  t  perationai  Report  -  lessons  Learie,  d 
for  the  116th  engineer  battalion  (Ocnbat)  as  indorsed  ly  the  33th  engineer 
Group  (Construction).  ‘The  report  is  considered  to  be  an  e:  cellent  account 
of  tlie  battalion's  activities  for  the  reporting  period. 

2.  This  headquarters  concurs  \:ith  the  observations  and  rccour endations  of 
the  Battalion  and  Group  C or riar.de rs . 


:  .0 . . 


,1.  ■  A _ iO 

lonel,  C. 
rC  01  u 'arming 


Ci’:  Ct,  35th  j.ngr  Gp 
CL,  116th  i.ngr  hn 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  lloth  Engineer  battalion  (COMBAT) 
for  Period  ending  30  April  196 9,  RCS  CoFQR-65  (HI) 


HbAlXUARttRS,  UNITED  STATES  ASHY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Franciaco  96375  2  6  JUN 


TO.  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  CPOP-DT, 


engineer  battalion  (COMBaT).  neaaquarters,  116th 


2.  Comments  follow: 


040-2356  Part <3  Kit  req^1®ltl0ns  13  improper  nomenclature.  ^SN  2520- 

U4U  2356,  Parts  Kit,  Universal  Joint  is  made  up  of  numerous  moving  rft 

sresxnsr 


Grade;  secUonCTTUe"  “?Cen'i”«  StmUg,  of  oil  filters  for  MASCO  440 

5-3a05t237-35P  (Sscom) c  2b(2)l  concur'  c»”P“hieon  of  m 

Tnn  ni  ,  \ l  VABC0  Grader)  and  TM  9-2320-21 1-20P  (Ml  51  five  (5) 

2%0-^-Sf  rrr1S  “t?1  fUter  el«-nt  “  caSria  L 

y  -b*  Pr°per  stockage  identification’ at  unit  level  would  have 
lied  requests  without  "substitution".  Unit  will  be  advised. 


in  L‘^Refewen??iitem  concernin8  Activity  Address  Code,  section  II,  page 
)  P3  §rap  concur.  Adequate  guidance  is  contained  in  AR  220-10 

(paragraph  2-4)  and  AR  725-50.  No  further  action  reouiSd  b)  highefhiad- 
quarters.  Unit  will  be  advised.  7  nigner  nead- 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  furn: 
lloth  Engr  Bn 
18th  Engr  Bde 


C.  ARNTZ 
CPI,  AGC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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C-POP-DT  (30  Apr  69)  i;th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  116th  Engr  Bn  (Cbt)  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R1  ) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  4  JU!  r(l 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  CCMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


c  L.  SHORT! 
CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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